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Whether you use a visual language or a spoken language with your child, the holidays and winter season are
exciting opportunities for expanding language learning.
Talk about the changing of the season - think of all of the great new words/signs connected to this time of
year. Use new vocabulary during daily routines, which reflect the changes in temperature and time. Talk
about the seasonal changes we see around us. Talk about why we can't build a snowman in July. What
clothes have been in storage and come out at this time of year? Talk to your child about how things grow and
change from one season to the next - give special focus to how your children have changed and grown since
last season. Use this time to take some pictures of them in clothes they have outgrown and talk about
donating them to help others keep warm this season.
The holidays are an exciting time to "narrate life" using new vocabulary and phrases we see and hear only at
this time of year. Teaching children new greetings to try out with family and friends can be very motivating.
Talk to your child about new words and concepts that are unique to the season. There are also opportunities
to expand our vocabulary and concepts that only this time of year brings - shapes become more than circles
and squares. Instead, talk about diamonds and cones. Nothing is sweeter than reinforcing this new language
with a cookie or holiday treat! While music is all around us, the songs and words change or take on a special
meaning at the holidays. Take time to listen and talk about seasonal songs - maybe your child will have a
favorite that they can learn to sing/sign.
Traditions are a big part of the season. Does your family travel? Do you cook or bake special treats? How
are your traditions the same or different from friends? Now is a great time to talk about what makes each of
us unique and special. You might choose to participate in a "Holidays Around The World" check with local
colleges or community or cultural centers in your area.
Lastly, take time to watch and listen. Whether it's the pattern of lights, the quiet of a snowfall or children
experiencing something new, this is a magical time of year and one that offers so much to all of us!
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Having a baby or toddler at home is the most exciting time. But, they grow, and they grow quickly! Before
you know it, you’re discussing school placement and KINDERGARTEN! It is never too early to think
about your child’s education. To ensure overall success for your child, collaboration, partnership and
advocating in harmony are beneficial for all involved. Parent involvement is more important to student
success, at every age level, than family income or education.
The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) promotes and is based upon the concept that
“teams” make decisions for the student, and that parents are partners on the team. When you and the team
sit down to discuss the educational goals and plans for your child always remember being prepared,
respectful and organized can go a long way. Effective communication, organization, preparation and
participation are key when working together as a team. Using sarcasm, criticizing and finding fault,
blaming and shaming others, bullying and patronizing team members, being unwilling to listen to the
opinions expressed by others and not speaking up or participating in meetings regarding your child can
create a barrier that can create adversarial communication.
You can improve communication by understanding each other’s roles and responsibilities and who to
communicate to, respecting each other’s time and responsibilities, setting boundaries of how and when to
exchange information, and maintain contact via phone, notes, emails and meetings, exchanging information
in a positive way and finding a mutual desire to inform, discuss, and solve problems - all focused upon the
child’s growth and development.
To help you remain on track, stay organized. Develop a file system, keep copies of papers, write down your
child's
•Doctor reports/medical records
•Telephone calls
•Community information
•Private evaluations
•Private therapy reports
•Progress reports/ work samples

•Letters
•Report cards
•Current and prior IEP/IFSP
•Homework and class work
•Attendance and discipline
•Therapy reports
•Evaluations
• Anecdotal records and observations

Your child’s education is a top priority. Having a key team in place will contribute to the success of your
child for years to come. The special education process can be a long partnership. You may be working with
the team for many years. Stay positive, focused and keep the lines of communication open.
Credit: Cheri Dowling and The American Society for Deaf Children
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We recently had the opportunity to interview one of
our former Choices for Children families from
Southwest Pennsylvania. It’s always so nice to
catch up with our wonderful families!

“snow” for the movie Frozen and “fish” for
the movie Nemo. Landon’s vocabulary increased
and he was able to let his family know what he
wanted by using several basic signs. Their most
memorable moment was when he was able to sign
“book” for “Ms. Gail”!

Landon is a three-year-old little boy from Charleroi,
PA. He lives with his dad Matt, mom Brittany,
sister Aubrey 8 years old and brother Elijah 5 years
old. Landon was diagnosed with a mild hearing
loss at birth.

Landon is now attending the Western PA School for
the Deaf. His family says that he is trying to use
many more signs to communicate with them. “We
could not be more excited that he is attending school
there.” Brittany said. “WPSD is providing all the
help Landon could possibly need, with weekly
physical therapy, occupational therapy, and speech,
as well as his developmental activities that are
incorporated in his classroom everyday. But most
importantly his language needs are addressed by the
constant immersion of sign language on a daily
basis.”

Landon’s family had concerns when he was born
and after testing they were told that Landon had a
rare syndrome. Landon has Cri du Chat syndrome
and after his family did research and spoke to
Landon’s doctors they realized that he would
probably be non-verbal and would need to depend
on using sign language to help him communicate
with his family. Signing would be a crucial part of
his developmental growth.

Brittany felt that EI was so successful for Landon
because it gave him the consistency that he needed
to improve on all levels. It helped him to constantly
work on something and it helped the family to know
how to help him achieve his goals and not be afraid
to push him to reach each milestone.

Landon started in early intervention when he was 4
months old. The Kurowsky’s mode of
communication had always been verbal
communication. When they learned about
Landon’s hearing loss, Gail McCall was introduced
to their family as Landon’s Teacher of the Deaf.
She helped them to incorporate sign language into
Landon’s daily routines to help them communicate
with Landon. After many months of using signs
with Landon, he finally signed “Book”
independently, to ask for his favorite book. His
family was so excited. His favorite signs were

Brittany would like other parents to know, “….that
they do not have to be afraid or ashamed of signing.
By embracing sign language, your child can and will
learn to communicate with you. Be patient and
dedicated and your child will use signs to share their
experiences and truly communicate.”
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12/13- Breakfast with Santa –
WPSD – 9:00-10:30 AM

12/9 – Holiday Show –
SSDHHC – 11:00 AM

1/31- Spring Toddler Group
begins – WPSD

12/12- Signing Santa –
Abington Community Library –
6:00 PM

2/4- Literacy Workshop –
WPSD – 10:00-12:00

12/14- Breakfast with Santa –
SSDHHC – 9:00 AM

3/24 & 3/25- Family Learning
Weekend - WPSD

For more information, contact
Carrie Rain at

Early Intervention Program

300 East Swissvale Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

For more information, contact Jon
Konzelman at

Thursdays, 2/2 – 5/23 – 3:004:00 – Story Time for Children
with Hearing Loss –
WPSD/SSDHHC Outreach
Center, Camp Hill
3/5- Literacy Workshop –
10:00-12:00 WPSD/SSDHHC Outreach
Center, Camp Hill

For more information, contact
Jessica Marks at

