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Carrie Rain, M.Ed., Director of Early Childhood Programs

Tara Nikou, Choices for Children Teachers

The Great Start Conference has been a source of support for Pennsylvania Families for 15 years. The two-day
conference is part of the larger Low Incidence Institute, which is held in State College each year.
Workshops target children who have hearing loss, vision loss, and traumatic brain injuries.
This conference is unique because it puts families first. The planners look for presenters who promote best
practices in education for the early intervention population. Families from across the state are invited to
participate in sessions with their child’s educators. Scholarships, which cover tuition, are available for
parents. Childcare is provided to ensure parent participation in sessions and families are grouped together at
reserved tables to facilitate interactions at lunch.
New this year was a family carnival organized by the parent support group, Hands and Voices. While
playing a game together, families were able to meet representatives from state agencies that serve children
with hearing loss. Resources were provided to connect families to supports in their own communities, far
beyond the convention.
The Choices for Children families met at the Creamery for an ice cream social. It was an opportunity to
connect with each other in a relaxed, social setting. Andrea Wenger said, “I am so glad our kids got to have
so much fun together.” Jessica Detweiler posted on facebook, “Grateful for all of our new friends that we
met this year. I am already looking forward to next year.” Mark your calendar for next year, August of
2017!
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Jessica Marks, Outreach Coordinator

The Pennsylvania Office for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (ODHH) is an office of the Pennsylvania
Department of Labor & Industry, working to reduce barriers faced by people who are deaf, hard-of-hearing
or deaf-blind, their families and care providers, in order to improve their quality of life and economic
security. ODHH Advocates, Informs, Refers and maintains a database of registered sign-language
interpreters. Our training, advocacy, information and referrals are available at no charge. With offices
throughout the state, ODHH provides three primary services, represented by the acronym: AIR.
for people with hearing loss who are not receiving proper services from government
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or private agencies.
!
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Distribute

and answer questions on issues relevant to people with hearing loss.

people to appropriate organizations. ODHH is ready to serve as liaison, open doors, explain
procedures and make referrals. No request is too small.

717-783-4912 v/tty
717-831-1928 videophone
odhh@pa.gov

Tina Marshall, Choices for Children Teacher

There is so much to see and do outside this time of year.
Here are some things to look for when you are strolling
or walking outside with your child:
Do they startle or settle to outside sounds? Note what
they hear.
Do they turn to find a sound? If so, take them to the
source of the sound and label it for them.
Is your child able to hear your voice outside or do you
need to note other ways to keep your child connected to
you when in the yard?
Dangers- We especially want our children to understand
dangers such as cars, trucks or other children on bikes
Delights- Birds chirping, dogs barking, the wind moving
through the trees. The sun is warm, flowers grow and the
grass feels cool and tickles our bare feet.
ENJOY! There is so much to discuss and learn!
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We recently had the opportunity to interview one of
our Choices for Children families from North East
Pennsylvania. It’s always so nice to catch up with
our wonderful families!

What advice would you give families who are just
finding out their child has a hearing loss?
Take it one day at a time and don’t be afraid to ask
questions and get a second opinion. It was
heartbreaking to learn that our young child has a
hearing loss because it is something he will have to
struggle with for the rest of his life. We felt lost at
first because we didn’t know anyone who had a
child who is deaf or hard of hearing. We thought
this was the worst news in the world! However,
after meeting other families and speaking with
people from Early Intervention, we realized that
Landon was going to be just fine. The support we
get from talking with others in the hearing loss
community has been terrific! We no longer see his
hearing loss as a disability, but rather as something
that makes him unique. He is such a happy and
healthy little man who always brightens our day.
He doesn’t see himself as different, and neither do
we. He is exactly the same as the other kids, except
he wears hearing aids. That makes him who he is
and we adore him.

Tell us about your family
Our family lives in Clarks Summit, Pennsylvania.
We have two children, Owen and Landon, and a
dog, Killian. Owen is 5 years old and is hearing; he
will enter Kindergarten this fall at South Abington
Elementary School. Landon is 19 months old and
has moderate bilateral hearing loss.
What communication mode did you use in Early
Intervention?
We use spoken language, Cued Speech and
American Sign Language.
What communication modes do you use now?
We use spoken language and American Sign
Language.
Where does Landon go to school?
Landon is not in school yet, however, he will start at
The Scranton School for Deaf and Hard of Hearing
Children when he turns 3.
What supports does the school provide?
We attend many events at The Scranton School,
including reading workshops and social events.
Describe your most memorable moment in Early
Intervention
We have had so many wonderful adventures with
Mary Ann Stefko, our EI Teacher of the Deaf, and
all the familes who are in Early Intervention- from
Halloween parties to strawberry picking. My most
memorable moment was when all of our hard work
paid off and Landon said his first word, “Momma.”
I remember Mary Ann coming for a visit the next
day and as soon as she got there I immediately told
her. She was just as excited as I was. The best part
of Early Intervention is having so much support and
knowing your child’s success is everyone’s success.
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9/22 – 12/13 - Discovery Days
Toddler Group – 9:30-11:30
AM – Fall Session at WPSD

9/11 - Family Literacy
Workshop- 2:00 – 4:00 PM –
SSDHHC

9/10 – Family Literacy
Workshop- 10:00 AM - 12:00
PM – WPSD Camp Hill Office

9/17- Community Block Party
at WPSD

10/10 – Day at the Robas
Pumpkin Patch – 11:00 AM

9/15 – 11/3 –Toddler Group –
3:00-4:14 PM – WPSD Camp
Hill Office

10/1- Family Literacy
Workshop -10:00 AM - 12:00
PM at WPSD

For more information, contact
Carrie Rain at

Early Intervention Program

300 East Swissvale Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15218

11/2 - 11/3 – ODHH Hearing
Loss Expo – Radisson Hotel
Harrisburg
For more information, contact Jon
Konzelman at

For more information, contact
Jessica Marks at

