
Annual Report 2013-2014

Opportunity.

Community.
Leadership.



	 The Children’s Center of Central PA – a day preschool located in Hershey, for 3-4 year-old deaf 
	 and hard of hearing children. 

	 Choices for Children Early Intervention Program  - home-based services provided by certified 
	 teachers of the deaf to parents and their deaf or hard of hearing children from birth through 
	 age 3 across Pennsylvania.

	 The Outreach Center – services provided with the goal to educate and serve as a resource for deaf 
	 and hard of hearing people of all ages across Pennsylvania. 

	 The Scranton School for Deaf and Hard of Hearing Children – established in 2009, SSDHHC 
	 provides education and extracurricular programs from age 3 through 8th grade for children living 
	 in northeastern Pennsylvania. 

	 The Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf – located in the eastern suburbs of Pittsburgh, 
	 WPSD offers both day and residential academic and extracurricular programs for deaf and hard of hearing  
	 students from age 3 through high school from across the Commonwealth.  
 
 

SERVICES ARE PROVIDED THROUGH THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS:
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CEO, Don Rhoten
The purpose of an annual report is to inform stakeholders of our accomplishments during 
the past year. It’s also a way of recognizing and thanking those who made a financial 
contribution to our programs. We appreciate their support and work hard to justify their  
continued confidence in us.
The 2013-14 school year was remarkable in terms the “WPSD Family’s” support for the  
construction of the new Residence. One hundred percent of the WPSD Board made  
a financial commitment to the project and almost ninety percent of WPSD/SSDHHC staff. 
We were also heartened by the generosity of the local community towards the $9.8 million 
project. Without your support, exciting projects like this would not be possible.
The year also saw the highest number of students enrolled at the Scranton School since it’s inception. Sixty-four students, double  
the original number, were enrolled in SSDHHC during 2013-14. Obviously, the Northeast Pennsylvania community has embraced  
The Scranton School and, after five years, has accepted the fact that SSDHHC is here to stay!
I hope you enjoy reading about the accomplishments of our students and, should the opportunity ever arise, please visit our programs  
at WPSD, Scranton, Hershey preschool or our Camp Hill Office.
Thanks for your interest in our programs!!

Donald E. Rhoten, CEO 
Chief Executive Officer 
Programs of the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf
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The Programs of the Western Pennsylvania School for  
the Deaf are committed to the success of our students  
through growth and achievement.
 
    Our curriculum is aligned with national and state 
    education standards. High expectations, accountability 
    and academic excellence are the norm.  
    We believe that students need to be challenged and 
    to be given opportunities that stretch their imaginations 
    and take them beyond their textbooks. 
    Our students grow and develop socialization and 
    leadership skills outside of the classroom through 
    after-school activities and community engagement.  

Opportunity. Leadership. Community.
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More than 30% of our 
students have cochlear implants
52% of our students use hearing aids
18% are unaided

WPSD

The Scranton School

Choices for Children

DAY 
STUDENTS

RESIDENTAL 
STUDENTS

TOTAL
FAMILIES

113

56
57

8

88

2013-2014 ENROLLMENT
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Beginning in the 2013-14 school year, alliances with Carnegie 
Mellon University, Rochester Institute of Technology, and Community College of 
Allegheny County provided our students with access to specialized learning and 
educational programs. Dual-credit coursework exposes them to the rigors of college 
academic life and allows transferable college credits to be earned for a head start on 
degree completion.

The STE(A)M – Science, Technology, Engineering, (Art), Math   
In partnership with the Carnegie Mellon School of Digital Arts and the TechShop 
of Pittsburgh, WPSD high school students participated in a 9-week course in  
digital fabrication. The class was co-taught by Brian Slavinsky, WPSD teacher and 
Fran Flaherty, a professor at CMU.  The students were introduced to 3-D Modeling, 
Scanning, and Printing and connected to the local digital fabrication community 
through online contacts and visits to the TechShop of Pittsburgh and the Carnegie 
Mellon School of Art Digital Arts Studio.
 
 

OPPORTUNITY THROUGH
UNIQUE ALLIANCES

100% of WPSD high school 
students enrolled in dual-credit 
classes achieved college credit. 

“Working with our students at the Tech
Shop and CMU has been one of the most 
rewarding experiences of my career,” says 
WPSD teacher Brian Slavinsky. “You would 
not believe the collaborative learning that 
takes place among the class…I have never 
been so impressed!   This environment 
provides our students with the opportunity 
to learn from others and to make 
connections with the wider world.”
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College level courses taught in partnership with the Rochester Institute of Technoogy, 
is another STE(A)M–related initiative for our high school students. This dual credit program,  
held on the Pittsburgh campus, provides instruction on the production and manipulation 
of raster/vector images that are used in Photo Shop and Illustrator programs. Students are 
exposed to language and concepts at the high-pace of a college class.  Skills learned in this 
class are also used in the CMU/TechShop program.

Middle School girls participate in “TechNights for Girls”, a creative technology outreach  
program hosted by School of Computer Science at Carnegie Mellon University. TechNights, 
a free weekly program, is designed to expose middle school girls to technology and computer 
science concepts. The WPSD girls are encouraged to become involved in, and learn about, 
current technologies, so that they might one day design new technologies for Deaf 
or mainstream populations. 

Through WPSD’s relationship with the Community College of Allegheny County, the 
AP English Language and Composition class at WPSD was involved in “The Big Read in 
Pittsburgh.” The Big Read is a month-long series of outreach events designed to promote 
literacy, reading and open dialogue within our community.  The students read and discussed 
the book, The Things They Carried, by Tim O’Brien, and participated in a writing marathon 
with students from the CCAC and other local high schools. WPSD senior, Destiny Slater, 
won the Art award for her depiction of the Vietnam experience.  
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SCRANTON SCHOOL CELEBRATES 
IT’S 5TH ANNIVERSARY 

On September 7, 2009, The Scranton School for Deaf & Hard of Hearing Children 
was established. By June of 2014, the enrollment at the Scranton School reached 64 
students. A 100% increase from the 32 students who were enrolled in the 2010-11 school 
year. This large increase is an accomplishment for the school and a reflection of how our 
staff puts the needs of the students first.  It is also a reminder that The Scranton School 
is an asset to northeast and central Pennsylvania, filling the need for services to deaf  
and had hard of hearing children and their families. 

The National Association of Special Education Teachers (NASET) 
honored The Scranton  School as a ‘School of Excellence’ for the 2013-14 school year.  
The recognition is given to private special education schools that demonstrate dedication 
and commitment to the achievement of students. 

A New Elementary Applied Studies Program began in January 2014.  
Since the inception of the School in 2009, a Middle School and a High School Applied 
Studies Program has been offered.  The new elementary program allows The Scranton 
School to diversify the services offered to families and is evidence of the commitment 
to the individual needs of deaf and hard of hearing students. 

 

100% Increase in Enrollment After 
Becoming a Preschool-8th Grade School

$7 Million Purchase and Renovation of 
Property, Invested in Northeast Pennsylvania

No Public Tax Dollars Were Spent on 
the Purchase or the Renovation

Named ‘School of Excellence’ by the National 
Association of Special Education Teachers

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
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MILESTONES
July, 2010	 Acquisition of New Campus in Abington Township
August, 2010	 Renovation of the Barbara Graham Residence in 28 Days
July, 2011	 Phase I Renovation of New Campus Completed
August, 2011	 School Begins on the New Campus
August, 2014	 Phase 2 Renovation Completed
June, 2014	 Completion of the Fifth School Year

 

9
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The Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf embarked on an 
exciting new project on the Pittsburgh campus that will benefit current and future 
students – building the new Residence. This $9.8 million project positions WPSD 
to meet the evolving needs of its students and their families for many years to come.

The design of the new building was a team effort, with input from 
students, residential staff and alumni. Pittsburgh-based architectural firm, MacLachlan, 
Cornelius & Filoni, synthesized the groups’ input and their knowledge from previous 
WPSD design projects into a “purpose built,” two-story building design. The new Residence 
provides a more home-like atmosphere with six living suites, each with its own kitchen, 
bathroom, and common living and study areas. Features such as a modern information 
technology network, as well as a geo-thermal heating and cooling system, will establish 
WPSD as a standard-bearer for student-centered construction and energy-efficient design. 

A. Martini & Company, Verona-based contractor, has been the lead on 
many previous campus renovation projects. The girls’ dormitory was modified to house 
all the residential students during the construction of the new Residence. From their 
windows the students had a front row seat as the new building took shape through 
the year.  The construction was completed on schedule for the 2014-15 school year. 

THE NEW RESIDENCE AT WPSD

“Before we found WPSD, Brad was 
a frustrated 5 year-old. As a hearing 
family we didn’t know how to best 
provide him with an education.  
We knew he was a bright little boy, 
but we didn’t have the tools to unlock 
his potential.  WPSD was the answer 
to our prayers.”  
	 -Linda Yakacki, 
	 Grandmother of 2014 Graduate
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WPSD/SSDHHC students and staff are strongly committed to community engagement. 
Students become involved with the larger community - giving their time, talents and  resources 
to help each other grow and learn.  The WPSD Environmental Science program takes our high 
school students into the community to work with Nine Mile Run Water Shed and the Pittsburgh 
Park Conservancy as “Eco-Stewards of the Environment.”
  
Scranton School students delivered Thanksgiving dinners to say “thank you” to community 
servants in surrounding boroughs. The students took advantage of the opportunity to learn 
more about citizenship and what it takes to govern and manage a community.

Pittsburgh’s renowned “Attack Theatre” joined the WPSD drama program with a residency 
in creative movement and kinesthetic learning in the classroom.

The Girls Athletic Association championed Cancer Awareness and Research through 
fundraisers and assembling and delivering “Chemo Bags” for patients undergoing treatment 
in local hospitals.

The Middle School Career Mentor Program introduces students to Scranton community 
members from a wide variety of rewarding important careers, including a computer scientist, 
professional photographer and a ballet theatre company owner. 

Students on both campuses participate in collection programs for local food banks and animal 
shelters.  These programs teach the students compassion for the less fortunate in our community.

LEADERSHIP THROUGH 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
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SERVICES EXPANDED FOR PARENTS 
OF DEAF & HARD OF HEARING TODDLERS
The Choices for Children Early Intervention Program continues its mission to offer educational 
resources and support to parents and deaf and hard of hearing infants and toddlers.  The latest addition 
to the program is the “Discovery Days Parent & Toddler Group” focused on listening, language, learning 
and fun. Discovery Days is offered at both the Pittsburgh campus and the Camp Hill Outreach Center, 
providing parents/guardians with the opportunity to participate in learning activities with their children, 
age 12-25 months, who have hearing loss. 
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The Outreach Department continues to serve the community by hosting educational 
workshops, conducting on-site hearing screenings at businesses and community events, 
and delivering professional and family support services throughout Pennsylvania. 

In the fall of 2013, a partnership was formed with the Office for the Deaf and Hard  
of Hearing, an office within the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry,  
to promote a series of workshops in four locations across the state. Outreach services  
were also expanded to include the northwestern region with three workshops for  
parents and professionals hosted at the Barber Institute in Erie.  Programs were hosted  
throughout the year in Hershey, Pittsburgh, Williamsport, Scranton and Camp Hill. 

TAKING OUR PROGRAMS 
INTO THE COMMUNITY
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WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA 
SCHOOL FOR THE DEAF		

Instructional			    $8,104,000
Food Service			    $415,000  
Allocation of Overhead		   $3,966,000  
Supplies and other expense		  $888,000  
Depreciation			    $815,000  
Residential Expense		   $1,345,000  
		
Total Expense		   	 $15,533,000  

THE SCRANTON SCHOOL		

Instructional		   	 $2,087,400  
Food Service		   	 $246,000  
Allocation of Overhead		  $901,000  
Supplies and other expense		 $524,600  
Depreciation		   	 $470,000 
Residential Expense		  $275,000  
		
Total Expense		   	 $4,504,000  

FINANCIALS
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OUTREACH		

Instructional		   	 $193,000  
Food Service		   	 $1  
Allocation of Overhead		  $40,000  
Supplies and other expense		 $95,999  
Depreciation		   	 $21,000 
Travel			    	 $14,000  
		

Total Expense		   	 $364,000  

PARENT/INFANT PROGRAM	 	

Instructional		   	 $321,000  
Allocation of Overhead		  $7,500  
Supplies and other expense		 $99,700  
Depreciation		   	 $1,800  
Travel		   		  $37,000  
		

Total Expense		   	 $467,000 

FINANCIALS
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BUSINESSES & CORPORATIONS
A. Folino Construction, Inc.
A. J. Vater & Co. Inc.
A. Martini & Company
Amcom Office Systems
ATS/CEOT
B-LUX Restaurants, Inc.
BNY Mellon
Burkavage Design Associates, LLC
C.S. McKee, LP
Cabot Oil & Gas Corporation 
CalComp Nutrition
Chubb Group of Insurance Companies
CIM Investment Management, Inc.
Condron & Co.
Danco Precision Inc.
Dean Financial Services
Detroit Switch, Inc.

Diamond Wire Spring Company
Dunmore Roofing and Supply Co., Inc.
Easley and Rivers
Enterprise Rent-A-Car
EQT Corporation
Fehlinger Construction Group, LLC
Fragasso Financial Advisors
Frontier Communications
Giant Eagle - Edgewood Towne Cntr.
Hawley Consulting Group
Highmark Blue Cross Blue Shield
John Stanton Holdings, LLC
Kefalos & Associates Real Estate
Kelly Inspections Inc.
Lackawanna Health & Rehab Center
Lighthouse Electric
MacLachlan Cornelius & Filoni
Mancuso’s Country Lane Pet Hotel

McMillen Engineering
Mele & Mele & Sons, Inc.
Mele Mechanical, LLC
Mitsubishi Electric Power Products
Mongiovi & Son Fire Protection  
Services, L.P.
National Postal Mail Handlers Union
One Point
Pennsylvania Coal Alliance, Inc.
Peoples Natural Gas Company
Pittsburgh Assembly No. 6 Golden Circle
Pittsburgh Penguins
Pittsburgh Pirates Alumni
PNC Bank, N.A.
PNC Financial Services Group
Rain For Rent
Ruthrauff-Sauer,LLC
 
Seven Springs Mountain Resort
Simpson & McCrady, LLC

DONORS DURING THE 
2013-2014 FISCAL YEAR
The success of the Programs of the Western Pennsylvania School for the Deaf 
is due in large part to the support of the individuals, organizations and foundations  
that believe in our mission and goals.  We would like to take this opportunity 
to recognize them for their continued generosity.
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McMillen Engineering
Mele & Mele & Sons, Inc.
Mele Mechanical, LLC
Mitsubishi Electric Power Products
Mongiovi & Son Fire Protection  
Services, L.P.
National Postal Mail Handlers Union
One Point
Pennsylvania Coal Alliance, Inc.
Peoples Natural Gas Company
Pittsburgh Assembly No. 6 Golden Circle
Pittsburgh Penguins
Pittsburgh Pirates Alumni
PNC Bank, N.A.
PNC Financial Services Group
Rain For Rent
Ruthrauff-Sauer,LLC
 
Seven Springs Mountain Resort
Simpson & McCrady, LLC

  
Sordoni Construction Services, Inc.
Sorenson Communications
Surefire Hospitality Group, L.P.
Target
 
The Hill Group
Travelers Protective Association of America
TruFoodMfg
 
UPMC
Urban Electrical Contractors, Inc.
VITAC

FOUNDATIONS & TRUSTS 
     
Anonymous

Charles M. Morris Charitable Trust

James F. McCandless for Charities through the 
PNC Charitable Trust Grant Review Committee

John F. Fitzgibbons Trust

Massey Charitable Trust

Mine Safety Appliances Company Charitable 
Foundation

Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation

Fred J. and Shirley H. Jordan Foundation

Steel Dynamics Foundation, Inc.

The Glen & Diane Meakem Foundation

The Pittsburgh Foundation

The Stackpole-Hall Foundation

West Penn Power Sustainable Energy Fund

William G. McGowan Charitable Fund, Inc.

MEMORIALS
     
Mr. Fred Andy
	 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McAvoy
Mr. Michael Berger
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert McHale
Mr. Aloysius Briski
	 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Briski
	 Ms. Bernice Briski
	
Mr. Leo Carey
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert McGowan
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kirchner
Mr. Milton Carter
	 Ms. Debra Blazer
Ms. Angelina Censullo
	 Mr. R. Edward Pfundt
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Alberts
	 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davies
	 Mr. Reginald Ney
	
	 Anonymous
	 Mr. & Mrs. Sean Davies
	 Drs. Richard & Lynn Elinson
Mr. Mark Corson
	 Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Corson
Mr. Harry Daye
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Theodore Domrad
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten

Mr. Daniel Emerick
	 Mrs. Nancy Emerick
	 Mr. & Mrs. David Hutchinson
	 Ms. Mary V. Taylor
Ms. Teresa Feher
	 Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Drummond
Mr. Phillip Ferrara
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. William Gallagher
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Pat Gerrity
	 Ms. Jane Oppenheim
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Ms. Carol Glover
	 Mr. Thomas Glover
Ms. Edna Hammerstrom
	 Ms. Marlene Patterson
	 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jones
	 Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wochley
	 Dr. Isaac Levari
	 Mr. & Mrs. Barry Fell
	 Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Bowers
	 Mr. & Mrs. David Hutchinson
	 Ms. Margaret A. Hofscher
	 Ms. Judith Stitzel
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Woltz
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
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MEMORIALS Continued     
Mr. Edward Heid
	 Mr. & Mrs. Michael John
	 Ms. Shirley Graham
	 Ms. Clare Cucinelli
	 Mr. & Mrs. James Hartge
	 Mr. & Mrs. Brent Hoschar
	 Mrs. Janet Heid
Mr. Thomas Hertneky
	 Mrs. Joyce Maravich
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Berlin
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Kenneth Jugan
	 Drs. Paul & Elaine Moore
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
	 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kugler
	 Mr. James D Diliberto
	 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kracinovsky
	 Mr. & Mrs. Walter Jones
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ken M. Jugan
	 Ms. Mildred Mihal
	 Special Court Judges Association 
	 of Allegheny County
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Duckworth
	 Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donaldson
Mrs. Julia Kite
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten

Mr. Thomas Lietman
	 Mrs. Jacquelyn A. Lietman
Mr. Daniel McAvoy
	 Mr. Ron Viskovicz
Mr. Jay Meritzer
	 Mrs. Nancy Possumato
	 Ms. Donna M. Weiss
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Ms. Rosalie Nonack
	 Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McAvoy
Ms. Theresa Perrotto
	 Mr. & Mrs. Roy Landahl
Mr. Samuel Pettinato
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Allen Phillips
	 Ms. Margaret Heckathorn
Ms. Irma Prop
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jay Flaherty
	 Ms. Margaret Virgillo
Ms. Joanne Stasky
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Ms. Jeannie Stockdill
	 Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ridgley
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jack Stewart
	 Mr. & Mrs. Edward Smolnik, Sr.
	 Mr. Michael McIntyre
	 Mr. & Mrs. Todd Bucci
	

Ms. June Sullivan
	 Ms. Jane Lutz
	 Ms. Patricia Antelitano
	 Ms. Elizabeth Minnaugh
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ray Schwartz
	 Ms. Jill Fagan
J. Elwood Thoma
	 Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth A. Thoma
	 Mrs. Mary Thoma
Ms. Jean Vernille
	 Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pasekoff
Mrs. Martha Walton
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten

ORGANIZATIONS     
Achieva
Allegheny Valley Baseball Club
Baptist Bible College/Seminary
Bradford Child Care Services
Buffalo Grange 1523
Carlow Campus School Athletic Association
Delta Zeta Sorority
District 14-H Lions International
Interim Health Care
Kops for Kids 
 
Lions Club of Forest Hills
Manheim Sertoma Club
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ORGANIZATIONS Continued
NEPA Center for independent Living

Pittsburgh Pride Hoops Inc.

Special Court Judges Association 
of Allegheny County

St. Bede Athletic Recreational Club

The International Association of Lions Club - 
District 14B

Trinity Lutheran Church of the Deaf

New Vision Pioneers

Washington County Pomona Grange Family 
Activities Committee

Western PA Deaf Senior Citzens

Woodland Hills Midget Football Association

WPSD Alumni Association

WPSD Parent Staff Organization

GIFT IN KIND
Anonymous

Mrs. Linda Burik

Ms. Vicki Cherney

Mr. Andrew Fisher

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Haigh

Mrs. Barbara Hancock

Mrs. Frances H. Jolly

Mr. Dean Kartsonas

Mr. Ron Lucas

Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Martini, Sr.

Mr.& Mrs. Donald Rhoten

Mr. Kenneth Rom

Mr. Bob Toth

Mr. & Mrs. John Yasinsky

17th Street Cafe

American Eagle Outfitters

Andy Warhol Museum

Antiquarian Shop

Apple American Group, LLC

Arnold Palmer Enterprises

Arthur Murray Dance Studio

Artistry

Birdsfoot Golf Club

Bravo! Cucina Italiana

Buca di Beppo

Buffalo Wild Wings

Carnegie Museums of Pittsburgh

Carnegie Science Center

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh

Chubb Group of Insurance Companies

City Theatre

Comcast Spotlight

Condron & Co.

Debence Antique Music World

Donegal Highlands Golf

E.H. Griffith Inc.

East End Food Co-Op

Edgewood Country Club

Eyetique

Fairmont Hotel Pittsburgh

Frick Art & Historical Center

Fuhrer Eagle Sales

Fun Fore All

Gateway Clipper Fleet

Giant Eagle - Edgewood Towne Cntr.

Greensburg Civic Theatre

Hepatica

Hillcrest Country Club

House 15143

Iceoplex at Southpointe

Kelly-Strayhorn Theater

Konica Minolta Business Solutions U.S.A., Inc.

Laurel Highlands River Tours

Lemont

Levin Furniture

LIVE! with Kelly & Michael
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GIFT IN KIND Continued
Lloyd, Inc. Insurance

Macy’s

Magic Ice USA Inc.

Melody’s Massage & Spa, LLC

Moio’s Italian Bakery Shop

Monro Muffler Brake Inc.

Monster Mini Golf

Morgan Contemporary Glass

Office Depot

Omni William Penn Hotel

Par 2 HQ

Penn Hills Trophy

Phipps Conservatory & Botanical Gardens

Pittsburgh Chamber Music Society

Pittsburgh CLO

Pittsburgh Glass Center

Pittsburgh International Children’s Theater

Pittsburgh Irish & Classical Theatre

Pittsburgh Magazine

Pittsburgh Opera

Pittsburgh Penguins Foundation

Pittsburgh Playhouse of Point Pk. University

Pittsburgh Public Theater

Pittsburgh Steelers

Pittsburgh Symphony

Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium

Renaissance & Baroque

Renaissance Pittsburgh Hotel

Robert C. McCarthy Agency, Inc

Robinson’s Home & Garden

Senator John Heinz History Center

Seven Springs Mountain Resort

Skydive Pennsylvania

Stanley Klein Photography

Stuffies

Subway Restaurant

Sweetwater Center for the Arts

Target

Team Lucor

Ten Thousand Villages

Texas Roadhouse

The Big Y Group

The Blue Dust

The Capital Grille

University of Pittsburgh, Athletics

University of Pittsburgh, Nationality Rooms

Waterworks Cinemas

Wendy’s International, Inc.

Westin Convention Center

Wildwood Golf Club

Wonday Film Service

WPSD Administrative Department

WPSD Business Office

WPSD Children’s Center

WPSD Elementary Department

WPSD High School Department

WPSD Learning Center

WPSD Middle School Staff

WPSD Principals

WPSD Residential Program

WTAE-TV

Wyndham Grand Hotel

Wyndham Hotel Pittsburgh University Center

Yokoso! Japanese Steakhouse & Sushi Bar

HONORS
Ms. Betty Baverso
	 Anonymous
Ms. Jean Brickman
	 Mr. Michael Smith
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HONORS Continued
Ms. Joan Clark
	 Ms. Patricia Hauser
Class of 1980
	 Mr. & Mrs. Craig Kemmerer
Mr. Anthony Cochran
	 Mrs. Susan D McMullen
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Coyne Jr.
	 Mr. Michael Coyne
Ms. Genevieve Dodds
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Martyn Gefsky
	 Mr. & Mrs. Barry Roth
Ms. Debbie Hammond
	 Ms. Deanna Sherry
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Henderson
	 Mr. Benjamin Lorah
Ms. Gracie Leskovic
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. Angelo Martini Sr. 
	 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gray
Brandon Nati
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Ms. Lucy Noschese
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
	 Ms. Judith Taslov

Mr. Jerry Reynolds
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mrs. Cathy Rhoten
	 Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fischgrund
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
	 Mr. Edward F Peltier
Ms. Shirley Shirk
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Emmons
Ms. Melissa Shirk
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Emmons
Ms. Mary Ann Stefko
	 Mr. & Mrs. Jason Weinstock
Mrs. Connie Stepien
	
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Ms. Adalyn Stuber
	 Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten

INDIVIDUALS
Ms. Tina Abraham
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Alberts
Mr. Robert Allen
Mr. Michael Anderson
Anonymous (26 Donors)
 
Ms. Patricia Antelitano
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Arbasak
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Auden
Ms. Dori Bachar
Mr. Michael Bailey

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bair
Mr. Dennis L. Barnett
Ms. Heidi K Bartholomew
Ms. Kathy Bartholow
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bartlebaugh
Mrs. Anne Baxendell
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Behanna
Mr. Sean D. Belavic
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph W. Berlin
Mr. Anthony S. Bernardi
Mr. & Mrs. John Besseck
Ms. Katrina Betz
Ms. Cassandra Beveridge
Ms. Debra Blazer
Mrs. Marie T. Boal
Mr. Joseph A. Bodnar
Mr. Richard Bonheyo
Mr. Joseph Bosnyak
Mrs. Mari Bowen
Mr. & Mrs. Gregg Bowers
Mr. Michael Del Cimmuto 
& Ms. Barbara A. Boylan
Ms. Bernice Briski
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Briski
Ms. Denise Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Todd Bucci
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bugni
Mrs. Linda Burik
Ms. Lori Cain



22

INDIVIDUALS Continued
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Campion
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Carnahan
Mr. & Mrs. John Carr
Mr. Kevin Cecotti
Ms. Vicki Cherney
Ms. Cynthia Cibik
Mr. Russell Coe
Ms. Debra Comte
Mr. James Connelly, D.D.S.
Mrs. Josephine G Conte & Ms. Nora Kelley
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony M Conte
Mr. James P. Corcoran, Jr.
Dr. & Mrs. Harvey Corson
Mr. & Mrs. John Cosgrove
Senator Jay Costa, Jr.
The Hon. Paul Costa
Mr. Michael Coyne
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Craig
Dr. W. Scott Craig
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Critchlow, III
Ms. Clare Cucinelli
Ms. Karen C. Culley
Mr. Walter Czekanski
Mr. George D’Amore, Jr.
Ms. Dana Dailey
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Danco

Ms. Karin Davies
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Davies
Mr. & Mrs. Sean Davies
Mrs. Jean O. Davin
Mr. & Mrs. James D. Davis
Mr. James Davison
Mr. Thomas L. DeFazio
Ms. Linda Dickerson
Mr. James D. Diliberto
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony DiMenno
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Donaldson
Mr. James Dorney
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Downes
Mr. Douglas Downes
Mr. & Mrs. David Downing
Mr. & Mrs. Charles J. Drummond
Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Duckworth
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Duffield
Mr. Anthony J. Dumblosky
Ms. Charmaine Dunbar
Ms. Pauline Dunbar
Mr. R. David Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Sandy Duncan
Mr. & Mrs. Christian Echavarria
Ms. Mary Jane Edwards
Ms. Connie M. Elias
Drs. Richard & Lynn Elinson
Mr. Jack Ellenberger

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Emmons
Mr. Jason Ennis
Ms. Mary Ennis
Mr. Joshua Epstein
Ms. Jill Fagan
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Famularo
Mr. & Mrs. Ross M Farber
Mr. Barry D. Fasenmyer
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Feinstein
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Fell
Mr. Robert Fey
Mr. Nathan Firestone & Ms. Barbara Taitelbaum
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Fischgrund
Mr. Andrew Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Fisher
Mr. Thomas Fisher
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Fisher
Mr. Joel Fishman
Ms. Fran Flaherty
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Flaherty
Ms. Leslie Fleischner
Mr. William Forsythe
Ms. Ellen M. Fort
Mr. John C. Foust
Mr. Peter Kirk Frenchak
Dr. Mark B. Friedman



 23

INDIVIDUALS Continued
Mrs. Vickie Frost
Mr. William Funk
Ms. Nancy E. Gale
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Gallagher
Mr. Thomas Gentile
Mrs. Ruth Gerrity
Mr. Ronald Gestiehr
Mr. John Gibson
Mr. Lawrence Gilford
Mr. Thomas Glover
Mr. & Mrs. John S Gogniat
Ms. Shirley Graham
Dr. & Mrs. Thomas A Grande
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Gray
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Greeno
Mrs. Patty Greeno
Mr. & Mrs. Fred P Griffin
Mr. Joel Grover
Mr. & Mrs. John Hagan
Mr. Edward Halferty
Mr. Thomas Halik
Mr. & Mrs. George Hall, Jr.
Mr. Bill Hampton
Mrs. Barbara Hancock
Mr. Michael Hand
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy N Harris

Mr. & Mrs. James Hartge
Mr. Jonathan J. Hartin
Ms. Patricia Hauser
Mr. Ralph Heater
Ms. Margaret Heckathorn
Ms. Joyce Heckman
Mrs. Janet Heid
Ms. Karen Heim-Mckean
Mrs. Kristen Henry
Drs. Barry E Hirsch & Jean C Harwick
Mrs. Liz Hoagland
Ms. Debra Lee Hofmeister
Ms. Margaret A. Hofscher
Ms. Christie Homell
Mr. Gary Horner
Mr. & Mrs. Brent Hoschar
Ms. Marjorie J. Hudson
Mrs. Deborah A. Husar
Mr. & Mrs. David Hutchinson
Mr. John Indof
Mrs. Cathleen Jansma
Mr. Jim Jeffery
Ms. Kelly Jezerski
Mr. & Mrs. Michael John
Mr. & Mrs. Alton M Jolly
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Jones
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Jones
Mr. Adam Jugan

Mr. & Mrs. Ken M. Jugan
Mrs. Victoria L. Kampas
Mr. Dean Kartsonas
Ms. Alisa Kazmierczak
Mr. Daniel Kelly
Mr. Wayne P. Kelly, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Kemmerer
Ms. Joan Kemp
Mr. & Mrs. George F. Kesel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kirchner
Ms. Carolyn Kirkpatrick
Mrs. Sandi Kitchen
Mr. & Mrs. Mark A Kite, Sr.
Mr. Paul Klabnik
Ms. Dorothy Klein
Mr. & Mrs. Jay Knowles
Ms. Katherine Kolosky
Mr. Jonathan Konzelman
Mr. & Mrs. Rich Konzelman
Mr. & Mrs. John Kosakowsky
Mr. & Mrs. David Kostilnik
Mr. Donald Kovacic
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Kracinovsky
Mr. Shaun Krinock
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Krisler
Mr. Robert Kropp, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Kugler
Dr. John Kuna
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Mr. & Mrs. Roger Kurtz
Dr. Eddy F. Laird
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Lamanna
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Landahl
Dr. Harry G. Lang
Ms. Marybeth Lauderdale
Mayor Patricia Lawler
Mr. Mark Lawrence
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L Layton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. David Lazzara
Mrs. Leslie M. Leary
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas G. Leech
Mr. & Mrs. Coleman C. Leppold
Ms. Gina Leskovic
Dr. Isaac Levari
Mrs. Jacquelyn A. Lietman
Mr. David A. Lockerbie, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Logan
Ms. Mika Long
Mr. Benjamin Lorah
Mr. John Husak & Ms. Mary Ann Love
Ms. Jane Lutz
Mr. Declan Lynch
Mr. & Mrs. David Lyons
Mrs. Helen Mabry
Mrs. Deborah A. MacGill

Ms. Pam Magness
Mr. Robert E. Maher
Ms. Angel S. Mahnick
Ms. Bonnie S. Mahnick
Mr. & Mrs. John Maier
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas John Maier
Ms. Joanne F. Majernik
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Majocha
Mrs. Jan Majocha
Mrs. Andrea Major
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Manning
Mr. & Mrs. James Manning
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Marancik
Mrs. Joyce Maravich
Mr. Russell C. Marcase, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Marks
Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Martini, Sr.
Mr. Angelo Martini, Jr.
Ms. Lyndsay Marx
Mr. Anthony Massari
Mrs. Margaret Matisko
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Matthis
Ms. Helen May
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Mazreku
Mrs. Susan E. McAdoo
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel McAvoy
Mrs. Gail Ann McCall
Mrs. Roberta McCoy

Mr. & Mrs. Chris McCrady
Mrs. Gina McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin T. McDonough
Mr. & Mrs. Howard McFarland
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McGowan
Mr. & Mrs. Robert McHale
Ms. Sue McJunkin
Ms. Linda McKay
Mr. & Mrs. Dan McLane
Mr. James McMahon
Mrs. Susan D. McMullen
Mr. Daniel M. McNamara
Ms. Erin McNeil-Mascaro
Mr. & Mrs. Tim McTighe
Ms. Alice Mentzer
Dr. Emily C. Mercurio
Ms. Mildred Mihal
Mr. David Jay Miller
Mr. Nick Miller
Ms. Elizabeth Minnaugh
Mrs. Lynn Mischen
Ms. Anita Mitchell
Mr. & Mrs. Viswa Mohanty
Mr. Michael Mokotoff
Drs. Paul & Elaine Moore
Ms. Mary Ann Moore
Ms. Ruth A. Morgan
Ms. Sheri Morgan
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Mrs. Jennifer Morris
Dr. & Mrs. Harold Mowl, Jr.
Mr. Ronald Murello
Ms. Rosalie M. Murrer
Ms. Lorraine Musial
Mr. Eric Nagy
Mr. Frank Nass
Mr. Joseph Nati
Ms. Janice L. Neleigh
Mr. & Mrs. Robert L Nelson
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Nettles
Ms. Kayla Newton-Celli
Mr. Reginald Ney
Mr. Bill Nichols
Mrs. Tara Nikou
Mrs. Mary Noe
Mr. J. Aaron Noschese
Mr. J. Chris Noschese
Mr. John Noschese
Mr. Robert Noschese
Mr. William O’Neill
Ms. Jane Oppenheim
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Oxenreider, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Oyler
Mr. Nick Palazzetti
Mr. Robert G. Panagulias

Mrs. Monica Papa
Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Pasekoff
Ms. Marlene Patterson
Ms. Margi Jo Patton
Mrs. Sheree Peery
Mr. Edward F. Peltier
Mr. R. Edward Pfundt
Mr. Justin Pifer
Mrs. Carrie Poilucci
Ms. Sharon Portser
Mrs. Nancy Possumato
Mr. Barry B. Premoshis
Mrs. Tatiana Prezioso
Mr. & Mrs. Jasper Price
Ms. Lynne M. Price
Mr. Bob Priddy
Ms. Monica Quinn
Ms. Kirsten Raether
Ms. Mary Lou Raible
Ms. Barbara Raimondo
Mrs. Carrie Rain
Ms. Joann J. Ranalli
Ms. Margaret Rankin
Mr. Jay D. Reed
Ms. Jodi Reeves
Mr. & Mrs. Carl R Reisacher
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Reisinger
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Remis

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Rhoten
Mr. & Mrs. Donald K Rhoten
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Rhoten
Mr. & Mrs. Eric Ridgley
Ms. Letitia Emilie Rieck
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Riolo
Ms. Carol A. Riser
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Rittenberger
Mr. Shawn Roberts
Mrs. Helen Rockage
Mr. Kenneth Rom
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Rossi
Ms. Christie Rossick
Ms. Julie Rost
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Roth
Ms. Karen Roudybush
Mr. Vince Ruscavage
Ms. Ellen Russell
Mr. Richard Sandor
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Sanford
Dr. Colleen E. Sari
Mr. Christian Saunders
Ms. Jean M. Saunders
Mrs. Diana Saunders-Conley
Mr. Ricardo Savido
Mr. David Scaife
Mrs. Virginia W. Schatz
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Scheffler
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Mr. James E. Schreiber
Mr. John C. Schultz
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Schwartz
Ms. LuAnn Sebastian
Mrs. Melissa Sharrocks
Mrs. Cynthia D. Sherer
Ms. Deanna Sherry
Ms. Christy Shively
Mr. John C. Shultz
Mr. Larry Siegel
Ms. Lynne Siegel
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Simmons
Mr. William H. Simpson
Ms. Ashley M. Skinger
Mr. Brian Slavinsky
Ms. Barbara Sleeger
Ms. Debra Slomainy
Mr. Michael Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Smith
Mr. Tyler J. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Smolnik, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. Roland Spadacene
The Honorable William L Standish
Mr. & Mrs. E. Richard Starr, Jr.
Ms. Kathy E. Stephan
Mrs. Connie Stepien
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Stewart
Ms. Heather Stiff
Ms. Holly Stitt

Ms. Judith Stitzel
Dr. James Bush & Ms. Joan Stone
Mr. & Mrs. Robert W Stoner
Ms. Barbara L. Straub
Ms. Jennifer Stuber
Ms. Lynne Sunderman
Mr. Kevin Swain
Mrs. Elrica Swank
Ms. Rachael M. Swetnam
Mr. Paul Swiatek
Mr. & Mrs. Bryan Szafranski
Mr. Allen Talbert & Ms. Lisa C Jacobs
Ms. Judith Taslov
Ms. Rebecca Taslov
Ms. Charleen A. Tasselli
Mr. David Tasselli
Mrs. Diana L. Tatters
Ms. Mary V. Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Taylor
Mrs. Mildred Tersak
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth A Thoma
Mrs. Mary Thoma
Mr. John S. Thomson
Mr. Edward Tissue
Mr. Gerald Tomb
Mr. Raymond F. Urbanski
Mr. Terry Uzarski
Mr. Alphonse M. Vaina, Jr.
Mr. Gregory Valotta
Ms. Lisa Vancheri

Mr. Christopher Vanek
Mr. George Vassilaros
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Vater
Ms. Michelle L. Vigliotti
Ms. Margaret Virgillo
Mr. Ron Viskovicz
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Vitale
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas E. Walton, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Weinstock
Ms. Donna M. Weiss
Mrs. Patricia Weiss
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wellman
Mrs. Clare Westwood
Mr. William Willis
Mrs. Cindy Wilson
Ms. Cynthia Wilson
Mrs. Amy Wing
Ms. Rita Witt
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Wochley
Mr. & Mrs. Val Wojton
Mr. Valentine J. Wojton, III
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Woltz
Mr. Terry Wood & Ms. Kathy Maron-Wood
Ms. Yung-Li Wu-Curran
Mrs. Linda Yakacki
Mr. & Mrs. David Yankoski
Ms. Michelle Zelei
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Zelei
Mr. Leonard Zielinski
Mr. & Mrs. David Zurawski
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Christopher McCrady
	 President
G. Wesley Dickson*  
	 Vice President
Melissa Scheffler 
	 Secretary
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	 Treasurer

Barbara Ann Boylan
Denise Brown
Laurel Echavarria
Grace Shirk-Emmons
Wendy Feinstein

Andrew Fisher
Dr. Mark B. Friedman
Fred Griffin
Timothy Harris
Dr. Barry E. Hirsch
Kelly Lazzara
Angelo Martini, Sr.
Margaret Matisko
Leo McDonough
Daniel McLane
Dr. Harold Mowl, Jr.*

Donald E. Rhoten
Hon. William L. Standish
George Stark

Mission
We prepare each deaf and hard-
of-hearing student for all aspects 

of life through a continuum of high-
quality, individualized education 

and extracurricular programs. 
We are an active partner in and 

resource for our community.

Vision
We will be acknowledged as the 

national leader and resource in deaf 
and hard-of-hearing education as 

evidenced by our student achievements 
and community engagement. Our model 
will produce students who achieve their 

dreams and positively impact society.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

EMERITUS  TRUSTEES 
Rodney Danco, Jr.*

Ross Farber
Jeffrey Hutchins
Laura Kesel
Dr. Harry Lang*

Elizabeth Pollard
Dr. David Martin
J. Sherman McLaughlin

* Graduate of WPSD
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